Transcript of audio interview with Peter Hawkins from Jets Foundation

My name’s Peter Hawkins, I’m the Chief Executive of the Jets Foundation. Jets Foundation is a registered charity that works alongside Cheshire Jets. Cheshire Jets are a professional basketball club playing in the British Basketball League – the Premiership of UK Basketball. We use sport as an engagement tool for, predominantly but not exclusively young people to engage them and then deliver various programmes to help them contribute more positively to the community they are in. On the softer side that might be healthy eating and having a healthier lifestyle, on the harder side it might be working with ex-offenders with the local police force and rehabilitating them back into society.
The SEIF investment was for a school based programme called Hoops for Health so that delivers programmes to 9-11 year olds on healthy-eating, anti-smoking and fitness. Establishing a community outlet for the people we engage to deliver programmes on basketball coaching, leadership and referring and officiating so that they, at a very early stage, become familiar with the principle of community engagement and giving back to their community.

(The SEIF Investment) has significantly grown our capacity and so it’s put about 30-35% on the site number of staff we employ, the impact we can have. It enables us to build far bigger partnerships, so we’ve now got 70-80 more schools that we partner with, 2 new local authorities and it helps us in that we’re delivering those programmes and also hitting their agendas, so it enables us to build partnerships.

