Transcript of interview with Jamie Feilden from Jamie’s Farm

My name’s Jamie Feilden and I am chief executive of Jamie’s Farm. 
Jamie’s Farm has been going since about 2006 when the first group of children came to the farm, however we launched officially in May 2009 when we registered as a charity. We offer a combination of farming therapy and family for children who are on the verge of exclusion from challenging urban schools. Groups of 10 children come and stay with us for up to five days on the farm and through our approach we seek to transform behaviour, improve relationships with teachers and ultimately increase their access to education at school.

The SEIF investment was for the redevelopment of our Cotswolds Farm in Wiltshire and it paid for three phases; firstly the refurbishment and transformation of the Cotswolds farm house which had seven bedrooms, secondly it provided money for staff accommodation – so we now have four staff flats on site where the staff can live which is incredibly important as we’re a residential charity, and then the third phase which SEIF will pay for a third of, is the redevelopment of the threshing barn, which will house the charity office, an art room, a cafe space and further accommodation for the children.
Jamie’s Farm raised the money to buy the farm back in February 2010 and we bought ourselves a site that needed an incredible amount of investment. We couldn’t have had the number of children through the place if we hadn’t had the SEIF investment. We couldn’t have provided fantastic accommodation for our staff on site; they would have had to live off site which would severely diminish the offering that we make to the children. And it’s increased the value of our property significantly so that our balance sheet now looks healthier and ultimately the future of the charity has been seriously boosted by that SEIF investment.

